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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 1 144 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, HU, NL, UR 

SUBJECT: BREZHNEV SPEECH TO MOSCOW COMMUNIST PARTY CONGRESS GETS 
CAUTIOUS DUTCH REACTION 

REF: THE HAGUE 950 

1 . DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTER'S REACTION TO BRRZHNEV SPEECH. PRO- 
VIDED BY MFA SPOKESMAN, CONTINUES TO REFLECT HIS ANGER AT THE 
HARD LINE HE ENCOUNTERED ON HIS RECENT VISIT TO HUNGARY (REFTEL). 

2. COMMENTING THAT MFA WAS STUDYING BREZHNEV'S KEYNOTE SPEECH 
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AND WOULD NOT FOR SOME TIME BE ABLE TO GIVE A "BALANCED OPINION", 
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MFA SPOKESMAN HAS TOLD PRESS THAT VAN DER STOEL HAD NOTED CERTAIN 
PASSAGES DEALING WITH THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE. SPOKESMAN WENT 
ON TO SAY THAT VAN DER STOEL HAD DETECTED SIMILAR SOUNDS ON HIS 
RECENT VISIT TO HUNGARY AND THAT FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD LIKE TO 
STATE, AS HE DID ON THAT OCCASION, THAT THE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE 
CANNOT BE CONFINED TO STRICTLY ACADEMIC FIELD. ACCORDING TO 
SPOKESMAN, FOREIGN MINISTER WOULD REGRET IF THE IDEOLOGICAL 
STRUGGLE IN THE POST-HELSINKI PERIOD WERE TO AFFECT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN EUROPEAN STATES, EVEN IF THIS WERE TO HAPPEN INDIRECTLY 
THROUGH DEVELOPMENTS OUTSIDE EUROPE, AND IN ANGOLA IN PARTICULAR. 

3. COMMENT: WE CONTINUE TO RECEIVE INDICATIONS THAT BUDAPEST 
VISIT WAS UPSETTING EXPERIENCE FOR DUTCH. VAN DER STOEL, 

NORMALLY A PLACID AND SOFT-SPOKEN MAN, HAS NOT HESITATED TO VOICE 
HIS ANGER AND DISAPPOINTMENT IN PUBLIC, FIRST IMMEDIATELY UPON 
RETURNING AND NOW AGAIN THROUGH MFA SPOKESMAN. SPEAKING OUT IN 
THIS FASHION WILL HAVE THE EFFECT OF PUTTING VAN DER STOEL IN 
STRONGER POSITION TO DEAL WITH MEMBERS OF HIS OWN PARTY WHO ON 
OCCASION SEEM TO VIEW SITUATION IN EAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES THROUGH 
ROSE-COLORED GLASSES. 

GOULD 
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